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Thescopeof theRoHSDirectivehasbeenchangingover
the past year so that its present scope has become more
limited.Presently,thescopeoftheRoHSismainlyfocused
on “personal use” electronics (the kind of electronics that
canbefoundinthehomeandtheoffice,aswellas,portable
tools).  “Personal use” electronics, with its short life cycle,
contributesthegreatestamounttotheelectronicsequipment
wastestream.

ManyOEM“electronicsequipment”productsareexemptfrom
the scope of the RoHS Directive and will be exempt from
thefuture“RoHSRegulations”thatarenotyetfullydefined
orreleased.Thus,RoHScomplianceofcomponents,used
in these exempt “high performance” electronics equipment
productcategories,isnotrequired.SomeoftheRoHSexempt
equipmentcategoriesare:

 •Category8-MedicalEquipment
 •Category9-MonitoringandControlEquipment(suchas:
  measurementinstruments,trafficcontrols,powerdistribution,etc.
 •MilitaryandAerospaceequipment
 •TrainsandCommercialAircraft
 •StationaryIndustrialEquipment(suchas:Largemachinetools,
  electricalswitchingequipment,largeweldingequipment,large
  robots,elevators,largegenerators,largemotorsandmotor
  controls,etc,)
 •HighVoltageequipmentoperatingatvoltagesabove
  1000VrmsACorabove1500VDC

Over90%ofCaddockResistorsareusedbyourcustomersin
highperformanceequipmentthatareintheseexemptproduct
categories.

ThisequipmentisexemptfromtheRoHSDirectiveforagood
reason.Thisexemptedequipmenthasveryhigh“reliability
performance” requirements with very long lifetimes (10 to
25 years). This exempted equipment forms the modern
electronicinfrastructurethatisreliedupontosupportsociety.
Reliabilityisofthegreatestconcernforthisequipment.True
reliabilityconfidenceisbuiltuponmanyyearsoftestingand
fieldexperience.Importantly,the“reliabilityperformance”is
often the basis for the Caddock high performance resistor
beingselectedbythe“equipment”designengineeringofour
OEMcustomers.MostofoursignificantOEMcustomerswho
developequipmentintheseexemptedequipmentcategories
havespecificallyaskedCaddockforourassurancethatthe
CaddockResistorswesupplywillnotbechanged,inanyway,
becauseoftheRoHSdirective.

Withthisbackgrounditisimportanttoknowthatwehavemany
generalrequestsaboutRoHScompatibilitymainlyfromEMS
andContractManufacturersbutnotfrequentlyfromourOEM
customersfortheseexemptproductcategories.

Caddock manufacturers high performance, high-reliability,
long-liferesistorproductsthatareselectedbyOEMdesign
engineering for the high performance benefits of these
Caddock Resistors.  Caddock strongly defends the OEM
engineering’schoiceoftheCaddockresistorthathasbeen
specified to be used in each equipment product. We will
continue to supply the same Caddock Resistor that was
originallydesignedintotheOEM’sproductuntilapartchange
hasbeenapprovedbytheOEMEngineering(orbytheOEM’s
designated sustaining engineering activity).  Caddock will
notchangeaCaddockResistorinanOEMprogramwithout
specificdirectinvolvementbetweenCaddockandtheOEM’s
engineering.

TheRoHSDirectiveisintheprocessofbeingtransposedinto
theEURoHSRegulations.Therearemanyoutstandingissues
thatneedtoberesolvedbeforetheEURoHSRegulations
canbepresentedtotheEUParliamentforapproval.These
areissuesregardingthescope,“materialuse”exemptions,
graceperiods,thecomplianceprotocol,themethodologyfor
material concentration assessment, reporting, and others.
TheEURoHSRegulationswillbereleasedsometimeinthe
future.

IMPORTANT NOTE:  It is anticipated that there will be
additionalchanges,inthefuture,totherequirementsthatwill
bepartoftheRoHSRegulations.Thesefuturechangesmay
effectthecomplianceofanyelectroniccomponent.Ifthereis
achangeintheRoHSRequirementsthateffectscomplianceof
aCaddockResistorProduct,wewillprovidetimelynotification
ontheCaddockwebsite:caddock.com.

AdditionalDocuments:
AEN-0104 Title:Lead(Pb)-FreeSolderingCompatibility
  withCaddockResistorProducts
AEN-0105 Title:CaddockResistorProductsandthe
  RoHSDirective.
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